
6.FundamentalDuties.-

By Forty-second Amendment Act, Part IVA has been added to the Constitution
which enumerates certain fundamental duties of the citizens. Originally, ten
duties were enlisted in clause (a) to (j) of article 51A. Clause (k), which imposes
duty on parents/wards has been added by the Constitution (86th Amendment)
Act, 2002.

7.A FederationwithStrongCentralizingTendency.-

The term ‘ federation’ has nowhere been used in the Constitution. Article 1
describesthat India “ isa Union of States” whichimpliestwo things: Firstly –
Indian federation is not the result of an agreement by the States; and Secondly
– no State hasthe right to secede fromthe federation. TheConstitutionofIndia
establishesa federal systemof Government. It containsall theusualfeaturesof
a federation viz., two governments, division of powers, written Constitution,
Supremacy of the Constitution, rigidity of Constitution, independent judiciary
andbicameralism.

8.AdultSuffrage.-

In India every person, male or female, who has obtained the age of 18 years, is
entitled to vote in elections to Parliament or State Legislatures. Originally this
agelimitwas21yearsbutafter the61stAmendment Act, 1988it wasreducedto
18years.

9.AnIndependentJudiciary.-

Independence of Judiciary is essential for impartial adjudication of disputes
between individuals, between Union and State, between Union/State and
individuals, between Union and States or between States inter se. The Supreme
Court standsatthe topofthe integratedjudicial systeminthe country. Belowit,



there are High Courts at the State level. This single system of courts enforces
boththeCentral lawsaswellastheStateslaws.

The Supreme Court of India is a federal court, the highest court of appeal, the
guarantor of the fundamental rights of the citizens and the guardian of the
Constitution

10. ASecularState.-

The Constitution of India stands for a secular State. Hence, it does not uphold
any particular religion as the official religion of the Indian State. The term
‘ Secular’ wasadded to the Preamble of the Indian Constitutionby the 42nd
AmendmentAct,1976. Articles25-28oftheConstitutiongiveconcreteshapeto
thisconcept ofsecularism.

11. SingleCitizenship.-

In most of the federation, people have double citizenship, citizenship of the
Union and citizenship of one of the several States which form the Union. Every
citizenisthecitizen of India and enjoysthe same rightsofcitizenship no matter
inwhichStateheresides.

12. SeparationofPowers.-

This doctrine was for the first time properly formulated by the famous Jurist
Montesquieu in his Escript DesLoisand exercised great influenceonthe French
legal system. Doctrine of separation of powers implies that powers of the three
organs of the government viz., Legislative, Executive and Judiciary should be
kept separatefromeachother.


